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Analysis of the situation of children in institutions
The state institutions do not distinguish separately data of abused children especially in institutions. Similarly there are no presentable researches done to find out proportion of abused children in institutions. The state inspectorate for protection of children rights in 2007 has analyzed the violation against the children rights in the institutions
 and has come to the conclusion that the rights of protection against the violence has broken the most frequently. The Inspectorate has reported to the Police in 38 cases, in 12 cases criminal procedures had been initiated. Summarizing the information about the screenings of compliance of children rights, the Inspectorate has imposed an administrative penalty or facilitated to apply disciplinary responsibility to the personnel of the institutions in 22 cases. Unfortunately before mentioned the analysis has been made only once - in 2007, and summarized data to compare situation in time period 2005 – 2008 does not exist.

Considering before mentioned a possibility exists to analyze total number of abused children who received certain services from state or municipalities. Since rehabilitation of children suffered from violence (physical, emotional, sexual or neglect) is provided by the state, the number of children received rehabilitation at the place of residence (neither more than 10 consultations per 45 min.) or at the crisis centers (social rehabilitation in 30 days or complicated course of social rehabilitation in 60 days if criminal procedures are in charge) increases (see the table Nr.1 below), but it does not indicates decline of situation in Latvia in-depth. Every year the state is increasing the number of places for rehabilitation of abused children financed by the state. At the same time municipalities are able to provide support for children suffered from violence, for example, 556 children in 2005 were rehabilitated with the financial support of municipalities, but in 2008 – only 360 children. Unfortunately, there are difficulties to get unified, comprehensive and deeply analyzed data about children suffered from violence and it should be necessary to make the research for clarification of real situation of children’s in the institutions.
Table Nr.1

	Year
	Number of children received rehabilitation at the place of residence
	Number of children received rehabilitation at the crisis center

	2005
	872
	562

	2006
	866
	749

	2007
	888
	952

	2008
	937
	870



Table Nr.2

	Year
	Number of children in institutions
	Number of children in foster care
	Number of children in guardianship


	2005
	2881
	269
	8683

	2006
	2621
	484
	8294

	2007
	2625
	555 
	6673 

	2008
	2502
	588
	6101


Different types of out of family care institutions provide care for orphaned children and children left without parental care (see the table Nr.3 below):

State financed social care centres for orphaned children provide care for children starting from birth until they become 2 years old and children with disabilities until they become 4 years old. At the end of 2008 there are Social care centres for orphaned children.
Children’s homes are financed by municipalities and provide care for orphaned children or children left without parental care starting from 2 years old until they will reach legal age. At the same time there exist nongovernmental children’s homes financed by sponsors, international organizations or private means and Children’s SOS villages. At the end of 2008 there were 37 municipal children’s homes with 1578 children; 5 family children homes with 27 children; 9 NGOs supported children homes with total number of children - 298, incl. 2 Children’s SOS villages with 109 children
. 
Specialized social care centres for children with disabilities (usually with mental disabilities) are financed by the state and provide care for children starting from 4 years old until they will reach legal age. Then they are resettled to specialized social care centres for adults. At the end of 2008 there were 3 specialized social care centres for children. 
Table Nr.3

	Year
	Number of children in Social care centres

for orphaned children
	Number of children in Children’s homes
	Number of children in Specialized social care centres for children

	2005
	485
	776
	356

	2006
	505
	1614
	238

	2007
	491
	1 578
	231

	2008
	440
	1 500
	225


Procedures for children to report that they have been abused in the institutions
There exists hotline telephone service for the children and youth.
Children Hotline (CH) 8006008 was established on February 1, 2006 with the aim to give a psychological help to children and teenagers who are in difficult situations. This goal – to hear out children and teenagers, learning them to speak about themselves and trust others – is still the most important work of the CH. 

 

CH is one of the structural units of the State children rights protection inspectorate because it is every child’s right to get advice how to act in a difficult situations or support children having problems and difficulties. In the very beginning the goal of the more than 10 CH working psychologists was to gain the children’s trust.   At the present moment the amount of the received calls draws to a conclusion that it has been successful. 

 

Almost every day CH receives more than thousand of calls where children of varied age ask for help or simply want to have a talk, rarely those are adults who would like to comprehend their children or grandchildren. Therefore, psychologists should manage and should be capable to speak with a different people about different issues, amongst which the most common are relations in the school, relations with parents, brothers and sisters, relations between boys and girls.  However, psychologists have to report to the children rights inspectors or even to the Police if child enlightens the violation of the children’s rights, or even offence or crime.

 

Children and teenagers can call CH on working days from 8.00 AM - 11.00 PM, as well as on Saturdays from 8.00 AM – 10.00 PM and Sundays from 10.00 AM - 8.00. PM. CH is a free of charge from fixed lines and mobile phones.

 
In 2009 National child protection center  in collaboration with Center „Dardedze” has developed a special methodology to assess potential risks of child abuse in institutions, that is now beeing applied to evaluate all child residential institutions in Latvia to protect children from abuse in institutions. 
� �HYPERLINK "http://www.bti.gov.lv/lat/zinas_par_iestadi/parskati_un_atskaites/?doc=1280&page=3"�http://www.bti.gov.lv/lat/zinas_par_iestadi/parskati_un_atskaites/?doc=1280&page=3� 


� Data given by the Ministry of Welfare on 26.10.2009.
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